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(1) watsitpls; ||PART Az Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following passages and answer the questions by choosing the best choice (1),

l\/l (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Passage 1
Earthquakes are usually caused when a rock underground suddenly breaks

along a fault. This sudden release of energy causes the seismic waves that make
the ground shake. When two blocks of rock or two plates are rubbing against each

aads Ve

The Value of
Knowledge
Writing st 51
Traveling the World
Grammar gl s

V261 slanio

other, they stick a little. They do not just slide smoothly; the rocks catch on each

other. The rocks are still pushing against each other, but not moving. After a while,
the rocks break because of all the pressure that is built up. When the rocks break,
the earthquake occurs. During the earthquake and afterward, the plates or blocks
of rock start moving and they continue to move until they get stuck again. The spot
underground where the rock breaks is called the focus of the earthquake. The place
right above the focus on the surface of the earth is called the epicenter of the
earthquake.

41- The paragraph states that the seismic waves ... .

1) break the rock along a fault 2) release energy
3) shake the ground 4) move very fast
42- 1t is mentioned in the passage that the rocks break as ... .
1) they catch on each other 2) they release a lot of energy
3) a block rock hits another 4) the pressure increases
43- According to the passage, earthquakes cause ... .
1) the movements of blocks of rock 2) huge waves in oceans
3) destruction in large cities 4) the sudden block of energy
44- The pronoun “They” in the passage refersto ... .
1) earthquakes 2) energy
3) two plates 4) seismic waves
45- The underlined word “smoothly” in the passage is closest in meaning to ... .
1) hardly 2) lightly 3) strongly 4) powerfully
Passage 2

Silbo Gomero was invented in order to facilitate communication between the people of the island across
the deep gorges and valleys long before mobile phones were invented. The natives of La Gomera can carry
on long-distance conversations by whistling. For ordinary conversations they speak Spanish, but when they
need to speak over a long distance they use Silbo.

La Gomora is one of the smallest Canary Islands. It is very mountainous, for it was once a volcano. In
spite of the island’s small size, walking from one point to another may be a difficult job. That is why Silbo is
so useful to the natives.

A good whistler, or silbador, can be heard over miles away when there is little or no wind and other
sounds do not interfere. The record is approximately nine miles. Not only does a whistle carry farther than a
shout, but it is easy to understand. In shouts, words cannot be pronounced properly while in whistling this
isn’t a problem. A silbador uses many methods of whistling. Most commonly he / she inserts one or two
fingers straight or bent, into his mouth. Some whistlers do not use their fingers at all. Instead, they form a
groove in the front part of the tongue which touches the upper front teeth. This method of whistling can
make a tone of astonishing loudness.

46- What is the best title for the passage?

1) A version of the Spanish language

2) A whistled form of speech

3) A substitute for everyday speech

4) A language understood by Spanish-speaking people

47- The passage implies that the Silbo wouldn't have come into existence if it hadn’t been for the ... of La

Gomera.
1) volcanic activities 2) geographical features
3) native language 4) mountainous size

48- A silbador can be heard within nine miles ... .

1) since a whistle carries farther than a shout
2) because in whistling, pronunciation isn’t a problem
3) if unwanted sounds do not travel the same distance
4) when the conditions are favorable enough

49- The underlined word “approximately” in the passage is closest in meaning to ... .

1) exactly 2) perfectly 3) nearly 4) differently

50- Which sentence is NOT correct according to the passage?

1) The natives of La Gomera speak Spanish for ordinary conversations.
2) La Gomera is very mountainous for it was once a volcano.

3) A good whistle can be heard exactly within nine miles.

4) Some whistlers never use their fingers.
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