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Passage4 

Influenza pandemics are similar to major natural disasters: we know there will be another one, but we ignore 
both time and magnitude. Earthquakes in Tokyo or San Francisco last from seconds to a couple of minutes 
but pandemics spread around the world in many waves over months or years. An influenza pandemic may be 
a thousand times more deadly than even the deadliest tsunami. 

Influenza is as unpredictable as its pandemics. We know nothing about the pathogenic potential of the next 
pandemic type. We do not know if the next pandemic will be caused by the current disease, HSN 1, or by 
another influenza type. We are unaware of how the next pandemic will evolve over time, how rapidly it will 
spread around the world, and in how many waves. We do not know which age groups are at the highest risk 
of severe outcomes. We have no idea whether the next pandemic will kill 2, 20, or 200 million people. 

It is wise to imagine and plan for the worst when facing an unknown threat. As the threat is global, strategies 
must be global, affecting more than two hundred nations. Dealing with nations and their leaders is like 
dealing with children in a kindergarten. In this difficult context, the WHO is performing an astonishing job. 

156- It can be inferred from the passage that ........••.....•...• 

a. the author is certain that preventive programs are well planned
b. the author is worried about the future possible pandemic
c. different countries have positive cooperation over influenza pandemic
d. the next pandemics are easier to control than the previous ones

157 _ The second paragraph-mainly deals with ------·---

a. the serious outcomes of influenza
b. pandemics in previous years
c. the time and magnitude of the next pandemic
d. lack of information about future pandemics

158- According to the passage, WHO ................... . 

a. has successfully prevented all previous pandemics
b. has ignored the role to be played by each country
c. finds it difficult to unite countries in face of pandemics
d. is certain about successful management of future pandemics

159- A pandemic and an earthquake are ................ in duration and intensity. 

a. predictable
b. different
c. preventable
d. identical

160 _ It is inferred from the passage that the author is worried about the ............. as a global threat. 

a. high fatality rate of pandemics
b. subsiding influences of pandemics
c. features of next pandemics
d. preventive measures for pandemics
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